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Into the 9O's. . o Boldly
ho omong us is entering the
9O's without some degree
of feor ond trepidotion?
Let's oresume it to be o
heolthv feor, of course-the

kind thot sniffs out the possibilities os well os
the problems, tokes o deep sigh ond then
commits itself with o meosure of opprehen-
sion to the tosk oheoo

To kick off this first RlCEFields of the 9O's let's
try o little crystol boll-gozing to see whot lies
oheod of us in rodio .

The Bible uses o number of metoohors which
we could well opply to our role os brood-
costers-prophets, wotchmen, ombossodors,
the "oromo of Christ," just to nome o few. But
they eoch cony with them o high degree of
responsibility, o role which needs to be token
seriously. At the some time, os the people of
God, we ore privileged to hove been given'o
glimpse into the future. Not only do we hove
the inside trock on how it is oll going to end
but we ore olso given pointers to look out for
olong the woy.

First. we os medio people, by definition, olso
need to be "in the know," Perceptive. Pro-
phetic. We must gropple objectively with
developments in our world-ot horne ond
a .: ;cl-ond formulote opinions in the light of
brolicolly reveoled truth. To do this we loy
oside foulty presuppositions ond look for fresh
interpretotions os world history unfolds before

our eyes, dromotic chonges in Eostern Europe
ond the USSR notwithstonding. We must be
well-reod people, bolonced in our outlook, en-
dued with good common sense, while open
to the Spirit's leoding. Doily we find news items
which cry out for Christion commentory-but
on which we too often remoin silent, God is
v v v v v v .

But whot's new? Only this, thot world events
ore going to become horder to reod in the
doys oheod. Confusion will increose ond dis-
tinctions increosingly blurred between whot is
right ond wrong, good ond evil, better ond
best. Someone will need lo provide the insights,

Our second responsibility is specificolly
toword the Christion foithful. Like it or not os
Christion broodcosters we ore shoping the
outlook of the believers for better or for worse.
We ore sending signols os to whot is importont
not only by whot we do soy but olso by whot
we don't. A biblicolly-bosed foith must find ex-
pression in doily events, sociol problems, opin-
ions such thot the Christion community is oble
to function os solt ond light in o dorkening
world. The foithful need to be kept on trock,
solidly grounded in the Word of God but olso
exerting Chrisiion influence in oll oreos of doily
life.

To our condemnotion the cults ore coshing
in on oreos of life where the Church hos lorge-

(Continued on next page)
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Into the 9ots. . .
ly remoined silent. Pulpits hove no comment except on sirictly
spirituol motters whose relevonce to doily life is not olwoys op-
porent. The New Age Movement, meonwhile, fields wholesome
procticol help ond guidonce of ihe gross roots level on mony
fronts while odvocoting chonge on environmentol issues. Sodly,
by so doing, New Age ushers unwitting odherents into the occult
ond into direct confrontotion with biblicol truth. Allthe time the
credibility of the Church is being eroded. Truth ond error some-
times hove only o fine dividing line between them.

A third oreo reflects the need for Christions to become more
octive in the public medio-the morket ploce where the mqn-in-
the-street goes to find his informotion ond entertoinment. The
Christion ghetto hos sobering limitotions in mony sociol contexts
ond connot be thought of os the moin meons of reoching the
mosses. One of the implicotions of this is thot our young people
will need to be encouroged in seeking professions in the brood-
cost medio ond the orts generolly. More thon thot, they will need
understonding support from both church ond fomily if they ore to
function effectively ond solt their doily output with Christion
wisdom qnd volues on o sustoined bosis.

A fourth oreo is something more tongible ond meosuroble: the
Gospel by rodio in oll the world's moin longuoges by the yeor
2OOO. This is o responsibility we beor towords the unreoched
peoples of this world while we in English-speoking circles gorge
ourselves on endless broodcosts in our mother-tongue. But moking
it hoppen is not so eosy, Finding people to prepore the progroms;
getting the time right so thot it is not o "foreign" ideo but roiher
owned by "locol" believers who speok the longuoge-ossuming
there ore such people; turning listeners into believers ond
encouroging the estoblishment of locol congregotions even in
inoccessible oreos. These ore some of the primory concerns.

The losi chollenge is one scenorio thot moy never hoppen-but
is quite proboble: the curtoilment of our broodcosting octivities in
the doys oheod. We must not forget thot we ore on olien territory
ond rodio stotions con only operote courtesy of o notionol licensing
outhority. Public opinion could eosily be whipped up ogoinst
Christion stotions ond folse occusotions mode. The net result
could be thot we would find ourselves looking bock on iodoy os
being the golden doys of rodio. ruing the foct thot we did not
moke better use of our preseni opportunities,

Articles in this issue gropple with o number of these ond provide
insights os to the woy oheod into the nineties

As in Kodesh Borneo gropes ore out there for the picking-
clusters of them, reody for horvest. Gionts too ore woiting in the
wings, lots of them, ond we moy feel like grosshoppers under their
threotening goze. lt is going io be costly ond lots of risks will need
to be token but then thoi is the noture of foith ond the height of
our colling. Christ hos left us on exomple . (l Pet 2:21)

Drow encourogement from the words of Joshuo ond Coleb: "lf

the Lord is pleosed with us, he will toke us there ond give us thot
rich ond feriile lond," (Numbers 14:8 TEV)

Go to it!

R
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Recent Research Studies on the Use of Sound
by Ross James

odio is sound, therefore oll
meoning hos to come
through sound-the words
chosen, the woy the voice
is used, the diversitv of

ouditory effects.

The procticol side of this is shown in four
foirly recent studies which hove turneo
up son?e very interesting findings, Only
two of the experiments reseorch rodio
progromming specificolly but their fino-
ings ore of interest to rodio workers
becouse they demonstrote the power of
sound to goin listener ottention, to help
people remember informotion, ond its ef-
fect on source credibility,

In the first, (1) .|92 
children were tested

to determine whether rodio would be
more stimuloting to the imoginotion, ond
whether television would tronsmit more
informotion thon rodio. Under experimen-
tol conditions, children of vorious ethnic
ond sociol closs groups either listened to
o cossetfe tope of o story or wotched on
onimoted videotoped version of thot
story, The videotope used the identicol
soundtrock, The mojor findings indicoted
thot the oudiotoped version stimuloteo
more imoginotion ond highlighted verbol
informotion thon the onimoted version.
Overoll retention of storyline oction in
porticulor, wos significonfly enhonced by
the video.

Another study (2) investigoted the use
of sound effects in children's television
progromming. The use of sound effects
increosed selective ottention. Children
remembered more when sound effects
helped them to recognise, or infer whot
wos hoppening or being soid.

Speoker credibility is o chorocteristic of
o rodio performer thot is wholly o motter
of oudience perception: it is ossigned by

o listener. lt is the listener's perception of
how o rodio voice "sounds," ln on experi-
ment (3) on how vocol frequency, or pitch,
offected perceptions of the speoker, dif-
ferent levels of pitch offected percep-
tions of speoker competency, honesty,
ond persuosiveness, The perceptions
voried, however, occording to the sensi-
tivity of the listeners to this type of
nonverbol stimuli.

Rodio news editors commonly believe
thot the brood spectrum of sound con-
toined in voice reports ond octuolities

odd to the oppeol of
news, One study (4)
hos found no support
for thot belief, Further,
it did not find evi-
dence to support the
view thot voice re-
ports ond octuolities
help listeners to 're-

member the focts of
news stories.

In their own woy, the findings of eoch of
these studies chollenge rodio producers
to use to greoter effect, the ronge of
sound of their disposol. Sound is the tool
of our trode. Let's use it wisely ond use it
well.

End Notes:
(1) Greenfield, P. ond Beogles, Roos, J. 1988. Rodio vs.
Television: Their Cognitive lmpoct on Children of Dif-
ferent Socio-Economic ond Ethnic Groups, Journol
of Communicofion, 38 (2)
(2) Colvert, S. ond Gersh. T, 1987. The Setective Use
of Sound Effects ond Visuol Inserls for Children,s
Television Story Comprehension. Journol of Applied
Developmentol Psychotogy, 8 (4).
(3) Bond, R. et ol.1987, Vocot Frequency ond person
Perception: Etfects of Perceptuol Sqlience ond Non-
verbol Sensitivity. Journol of psycholinguistic
Reseorch, 16 (4).
(4) Grody, L. 1987. How Voice Reoorts, Actuolities
Affect Recoll of Rodio News. Journolism euortertv.
u (2/3).
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ed such o process, so his or her mind
connot follow o reoding bosed on lineqr
thinking, We could soy thot listening to
written texts requires literoby, but so
mony of our listeners qre not literqte.
Reolizlng thot this is true, brings on even
more serious problem into focus,

In our follow-up, we hove lorgely over-
looked, or refused to foce the foci thot
most listeners connot be reoched by our
follow-up systems which ore bosed on
literocy (letters), By so doing we include
the mojority of our lisleners from the
chonce of being followed up. This is one
of thd most cruciol problems focing
rodio broodcosters in the light of
Lousonne ll ond "World by 2OOO."

There is no eosy onswer, but it is ob-
vious thot the broodcosters musi ollo-
cote o lorge portion of their budgets to
this issue if they ore to be effective,
Moybe 25% would be o reolistic stort?
But I om, unfortunotely, too "reolistic" to
believe thot this will hopperu | still hope
thot o lorge portion of budgets will be
ollocoted to this, ond port of the solution
will be q totol reorgonizqtion of the woy
in which we go obout doing "follow-up."

Moybe onother onswer would be to
onolyze this concept of follow-up?
Follow-up to whot? By using the word,
we ore reolly implying thot the stort of
the communicotion/evongelism process
is the rodio progrom, ond tf|ot moy be
the problem. Fronk Groy hos cqlled for
community, community omong the pro-
ducers, ond cornmunity-creotion omong
the listeners. Whoi qboul more commu-
nity in strotegy, so thot the stort will be
the church (the community of believers),
followed by rodio, continued by the
church? Most follow-up progroms ore

In ourfollow-up, we have largely
overlooked...the fact that most
listeners connot be reached by our
follow-up systems which are based
on literacy. . .

still non-communitv. The tosk is conied
out from o desk in o for owoy office
building, ond the opprooch does not
relote to community, or it brings in com-
munity for loo lote in.the process. Do not
let the end justify the meons. but let us
find woys to let community be the woy in

A CHALTENOETO
BROADCASTERS
In The Light of World Evongelizotion Needs
by Viggo Sogaard

he evongelizotion of our
world demonds commu-
nicotion of the Good
News to people of oll
irib'es ond tongues so
thot they wlll see Jesus os

relevont ond meoningful to them, ond
respond to him in foith,

Rodio people qre often colled com-
municotors, ond probobly oll of us who
write in this mogozine, or even reod it,
ore convinced of the tremendous
potentiol of rodio in the service of
evongelism. But we hove to confess thot
not oll rodio speokers ore good com-
municotors. We often get the feeling
thof relevoncy ond the creotion of true
meoning ore not the primory concerns
of the producers. Consequently, the
listeners ore noi helped ond commu-
nicotion hos not token oloce.

In o communicotion process, we send
messoges with the intenfion of engoging
the minds of the listeners in on informo-
tion processing octivity. The big question
is then, Did my listener understond? Un-
fortunotely. we often do not know the
onswer to such o question, buf toke
understonding for gronted, The listeners
will probobly undersiond . . but in their
woy ond within thek context. But thot
understondir€ moy nof be the some qs
the broodcosfer's, in foct, for q Hindu or
o Buddhist it moy be the direct opposite,
The BIG chollenge to rodio broodcosters
is to get to know their oudience so well
thot they know the qnswers to such
questions. Lisfedng to the oudlence will
moke if possible for you to get them to
lisien to you.

Recenlly in Indio, we were evoluoting
o new rodio progrqm produced for
people in the siote of Kornotoko. We
hod been chollenged by o script writer
from All Indio Rodio who cloimed thot it

is of no use to reod from Scriptures on
the oir os the listeners would not under-
stond, We then decided to do o little
test. The intended oudience were
fishermen on the west coosf of Indio,
KonDodo speokers, bosicolly illiterote.
ond Hindu, I took the New Testoment.

Listening to the audience will
moke it possible for you to get
them to listen to you.

opened it rondomly on Luke 7, ond osked
them to soy "stop" every time there wos
o word or concept ihot they did not
understond, So I storted reoding:

"When Jesus (stop) hod finished
soying oll these things to the peo-
ple, he went to Copernoum
(stop). A Romon officer (stop)
there hod q servont who wos very
deor to him; the mon wos sick ond
obout to die. When lhe otficer
heord obout Jesus, he sent home
some Jewish elders (stop) to osk
him to come qnd heql his servont.
They come to Jesus ond begged
him dornestly, "This mon reolly
deserves your help, He loves our
people ond he himself built o
synogogue (stop) for us."

I gove up. The poini wos mode. lt
would obviously be very dlfficult to reod
even such o simple text on o rodio pro-
grom withouf proper bockground infor-
motion, notes, ond other helps, lf we ore
to communicote, we ore to creote true
meoning.

We ore olso discovering thot o non-
literote person finds it very difficult to
follow reodings from o written texi.
Writing is bosed on lineor thinking, o pro-
cess we ocouire os we leqrn to reod
ondwrite, The non-literote hos not leorn- (Continued on page 7)
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By the end of Moy qlmost SOOO letters hqd been sofely
tronsported to Monilo, oll hond-conied by individuol
trovellers. Our Burmese stotf were overwhelmed. Not only
did they contqin lorge omounts of quoniifioble informotion,
but the open-ended questions deoling with problems yielded
short essoys of voluqble comments - q gold mine for pro-
grom moteriol ond for new ideos,

The Anolysis:

The immediote tosk now wos to extroct the informotion
ond come up with o meoningful onolysis, The biggest
obstocle wos thot it wos in the Burmese longuoge ond
hence needed to be tronsloted selectlvely into English
before being codifled ond onolysed by'computer.

Fkst. it should be remembered thot on onolysis of our
Rongoon listening qudience wos our prlmory objective.
Anything thot would be leorned obout our Burmese oudierce
generqlly would be on extro bonus. Index cords were
prepored ond'ottoched to the first four hundred letters
showing o Rongoon oddress. On this cord wos summqrised
by numeric code or obbrevioted comment the responses
to eoch of the questions.

The informotion from eoch of the cords wos then entered
into o dotobose ond ofier 4O8 entries hod been mode the
exercise wos terminoted ond onolysis of the doto wos per-
formed. From this dotq o report wos prepored for use in lhe
Unreoched Cities workshop. Subsequently on onolysis wos
performed in o similor mqnner on the wider Burmese dolo
(sompling every tenth lefter) ond comporisons mode be-
tween Rongoon in porticulor ond Burmo os o whole.

Results:
As might hove been expected the response come

predominontly from young people, Two thirds of survey
respondents were from the 1$24 oge group, divided equolly
between mole ond femole. Compored to the oge distribu-
tion of the notion os o whole this oge-group wos over-
represented.

By occupotion the proportion of students wos found to be
higher thon the populotion os o whole. Religious preference,
however, showed the reverse, but with on encouroging 75%
nevertheless indicoting they ore Buddhists (totol populotion
is 87% Buddhist).

Differences were olso found between the Rongoon somple
ond the wider non-Rongoon group. Generolly the lotter
might be considered rurol people. Rongoon hod o much
higher percentoge of Muslims ond unemployed, lt olso hos
more medicol workers ond monuol workers while the
countryside ottrocted more teochers ond formers.

]
i
]l

A Burmese Reseorch Srudy
-QlrerTheAir

by Eila Romo
(Editor's Note: In the woke of orticles on reseorch in previous issues
which pointed out the shortc-omings of letter response in reseorch,
reoders will find the following study of interest.)

he primory purpose of the reseorch wos to
determine the cunent stcrtus of FEBC's listerr
irg oudience in Rongoon. This wos in preporo-
tion for o workshop in the Unreoched Ctties
trock ot Lousonne ll in Monilo in July 1989.

Time wos short qnd on updote on the current situotion
wos imperotive given the upheovols which hove been toking
ploce in Burmo (Myonmor) in the post two yeqrs. The locol
situotion olso precluded ony opportunity for convsntionol
survey reseorch to be done. This would hove invited trouble.
Time wos qnother key foctor. lt wos therefore decided thot,
olthough not ideol, questions would be osked over the oir.
Response from Burmese llsteners wos troditionqlly good - of
the order of 15OO-2OOO letters per month - ond there
seemed to be good prospects for o significont response
thot would yleld the desired informotion in o short spoce of
time.

In oddition to bosic demogrophic informotion, feedbock
wos sought in two portlculor oreos - llstening hobits ond
preferences, ond insights into personol ond fomily problems
confronting listeners. This would provide on opportunity for
listeners to express themselves openly ond reveol whot
problems were uppermost in their minds.

Method:
Eight questions were prepored which sought out bosic
demogrophics, listening hobits, os well os probing cunent
problems. These were os follows:

0) ASe; (2) Ser (3) Educotion (4) Occupotion
(5) When they listened; (6) Why they listened;
(f One problem they foce;
(8) One problem their fomily foces.
Plus:
(9) Nome ond Address (for response)

The questions were prepored in the Burmese longuoge by
our stotf in Monilo ond were included in regulor progrom-
mes oired in FEBC's Burmese services broodcost from
Soioon ond Monilo, twice in eoch block. This omounted to o
totol of six times doily - twice from Soipon ond four times
from Monilo, morring ond evenirg. No qdvorce wornirg wos
given of the questions io be osked. A smoll gift wos otfered
in return to oll those who onswered oll questions.

The orol questionnoire wos osked for o period of seven
doys beginning Eoster Sundoy Morch 26. i989. April 12 wos
set os the cutotf dote for responses to be received in FEBC's
Rongoon office before tronsmittol to the Philippines for
evoluotion.
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AGE DI$TEIBUTION oP RANGOON (N=4oo)
AXD THE NAIION

Flgure I

Demogrophic differences oside, why do they listen? The
strongest reoson given wos for the music, including folk
songs ond hymns. Bul o high percentoge stoted the fur-
theronce of their knowledge of the Christion religion (Bible,
Jesus Christ) os their moin reoson for listening,

FIg.2 REIJGION IN NANGOON ]INI} BURIiA
FANcooN (N-.06), BURIA (N-877)
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The qnswers to the question on personol ond fomily prob-
lem oreos reflect the octuol needs of the somple oudience.
The schools were closed of the time the ouestionnoire wos
oired. lt moy hove increosed the number of educotionol
problems, 2l% of the oudience outside of Rongoon ond 14%
of the Rongoon oudience mentioned the closing of schools
ond groduotion os o problem. Also on the personol level,
besides educotion ond finonces, unemployment ond the
work situotion couse most problems in the copitol.
Respondents ore either unemployed, or they hove poor
income in business, or on unpleosont working ploce. But
these ore not mojor problems in the countryside. Insteod,
the oudience somple there hod more heolth-reloted
oroblems,

PERSONAI PROBI.IrIS
snRr fN-Si")

Flgure I

PDESONAL PEOBIflS
R^rc@N (N-{E)

Ftgure 5

Relotionships olso were o problem oreo both in the city
ond outside. In oge groups below 24 yeors old relotionship
oroblems ore more common on the fomily level thon the
personol level. Fomily problems exist moinly omong young
fomilies or were experienced in their porents' fomily, often
between children ond their porents,

The cost of this kind of reseorch is minimol, oport from the
commitment to reword those who replied with o smoll token
of oppreciotion os promised. lt wos cleor thot wiih (o) such
lorge numbers responding ond (b) the problems encoun-
tered in getting things in to Burmo (they would not wont
onything from within) ony ottempt to send onything lorge to
oll respondents could be both ditficult ond expensive, A
speciolly printed postcord wos decided upon which depict-
ed 25 yeors of FEBC's broodcosts to Burmo, These ";eie
printed in Monilo ond privotely tronsmitted to Burmo witnout
going through the moil system. This single ilem of printing
proved to be the lorgest expense. Second io this were the
odditionol odministrotion costs encountered by our
Rongoon office os they individuolly responded to listeners.
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What was learned?

We hove leorned quite o lot obout o distinct segment of
our listening oudience - those who write letiers, We olso
know which of our FEBC stqtions they listen to, ond when
they prefer to lislen. This is of greot volue os we pton our
schedules. We hove olso been surprised ot their motivotion
for listening. A surprisingly high percentoge listens in order to
know more of the Gospel, ond for this we shoulo oe encour_
oged. But the open-ended questions olso provided o weolth
of informotion os to whot is going on in peoples, lives. lt
showed us where they were hurting, ond whot is uppermost
in their minds, Now, if we choose to torget this gioup with
specific progroms we hove o lot of informotion okeody on
hond which serves to provide o profile of the 15_24 yi_old
Burmese fuddhist. The comporisons drown between Rongoon
respondents ond those from Burmo generolly olso drow
some distinctions between the overoge Burmese ond those
who live in Rongoon where most of the student unrest hos
been locoted.

The limitotions of this kind of reseorch should not be
minimised. We were, ofter oll, polling those who write rother
thon lisleners in generol. Comporotive studies done in Indio
by the BBC hove shown thot there con be o lorge dispority
between listeners in generol, ond thot segmeniof lisieners
who write letters, We could orgue, then. thot the results ore
not of ony reol volue. But we could equolly orgue thot those
who write letters ore of porticulor interest to us os Christion
broodcosters becouse they ore potentiolly those who con

be followed up. These ore individuols who hove chosen to
moke themselves known, for some reoson or other. lt is
necessory thot we leorn more obout them.

Conclusions:

Reseorch is only of ony volue if it leods to chonges ond
monogement decisions being mode, This reseorch exercise
is cleorly doing thot since it hos forcibly poihted to o verv
cleor segment of Rongoon lisieners os o very oppropnore
torget for evongelistic progromming, This segment, choroc_
terised by 177 members of the Rongoon somple, is il1_24
yeors old, Buddhist. ond mosfly student by occupotion. They
listen lorgely to FEBC's music but ore olso verv interested in
extending their knowledge of the Bible. Jesus Christ ond the
Christion jglSlon in generol, They oppeor to be open for
chonge. FEBC's Burmese deportment is therefore plonning
speciol doily progrommes to reoch this segment with th6
Gospel together with o speciolly designedfollow-up pro_
gromme bosed in Rongoon.

For this development olone it would be worth it. But there
is more. This study hos put members of our Burmese deoort-
ment bock in touch once more with their own people. Now
they oppreciote better their hurts ond feelings, their frustro_
tions ond longings, They con now moke better progrommes
for reol listeners,

Eilo Romo comgs from Finlond ond is o reseorcher wiih FEBC in Monrc.

A Chol lenge. .  .  (rrompaee4)

which we follow up. Also, os mentioned
obove, most follow-up systems leove
oul most of the listeners due io illiterocy.

This issue of community ond rodio
broodcosting hos brought to my re_
membronce the worning Govin t?eid
gove twenty yeors ogo, The greotest
threot to the church is o breokdown in
communicotioni

Unless Christians can find ways of
saying things to modern non_
communit! men then not onl! is
modern man in a desperote plight,
and not only is the Church facing ex-
tinction, but Almighty God Himsetf
is gagged." ("The Gagging of
God", 1969, p.l7).

So the concern for meoning ond true
communicotion, o concern for the
listeners (in porticulor the non-literote),
ond o concern for true Christion com_
munity together provide us with o
chollenge to which we must find true
ond workoble onswers. lt will obviouslv
leod us into strotegic plonning, so thot"follow-up" 

con stort long before the
progrom is on the oir. There must be o

ofter the rodio progroms. Even though
much of this will be dependent on the
locol church, we musl ploce the respon_
sibility for its reolizotion on the brood_
coster.

SUMMARIZING SOME OF THE
CHATLENGES FACING THE
CHRISTIAN BROADCASTERS:

l. We must develop effective inte-
groted strolegies thot get storted in
communify, in porticulor wilh locol
churches in the country. Even if there ore
only o few Chiistions, they ore the
nucleus community to which new Chris-
tions must become united. Let us leorn
lo use rodio os community ond for com_
munity.

2. We must solve the problem of follow_
up omong non-literote listeners who
form the mojority in Asio, ond in portic_
ulor the unreoched multitudes. This will
include o willingness on beholf of brood_
costers to commit significont funds to
this octivity. ond o willingness to develop
decentrolized follow-up systems,

3. We must get owoy from the troditionol
preoching formots in evongelistic pro_
groms ond focus on ieoching. Greot
core should be exercised to develop
progroms thot communicote the Gcod
News in such cleor messoges thot it in_
deed will be good news to the listeners.
True meoning with relevqnce is the result
we oim for.

4. We must find woys to greofly improve
our reseorch copobilities. ln porticulor,
progrommers need to leorn pretesting
ono progrom reseorch omong the oudi_
ence. Active listening to the oudience,
including the non-literqte, is the most
superior progrom preporotion method
we hove. Listen to them so thot thev
moy listen to you,

5. We should ceose to use the word
pre-evongelism. The connototion of the
word is thot decision-moking is evonge_
lism, but thot other qctivities ore inferior
to thot, We need to let the initiol stoges
of the evongelizotion process (when rodio
is strong) be given top priority. Thot is,
like Jesus. we teoch little by litfle so thot
understonding will be ochieved ond true
communicotion will be the result.

I om not implying thqt no one is working
on such issues. In foct, we ore beginning
to see promising opprooches develop
here ond there, but there is o long woy
fo go. Lei us commit ourselves to the
chollenge to moke rodio live up to its
potentiol in the evongelizotion of men
ord women orouM the world, the moking
of disciples of Jesus Christ, ond the
strengthening of his Church.

Dr. Viggo Sogoord is Direcfor of Ministry Communico-
lions for th€ Lousonne Commiftee. o consuttonl to the
United Elibl€ Socieiy, ond Director of ihe Asion Institute
in Christion Communicotion. He is olso on odiurct pro-
fessor in Communicqtions ot Fuller Seminory. He wos
formerly o missionory to Thoilond ond now lives in
Denmork.

7/e need to let the initiol stages
of the evangelizotion process be
given top priority.

system in ploce prior to b."d".rtrS, -
thot it will function before, during ond
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The Chrlstion ond
Publlc Medla
by Nick Page

(Adapted from a Lausonne II presentation by Nick Page.
Copyright LCWE. Used by permission.)

he medio ore oll oround us.
They speok io us when we
ore leost owore of them they
reploy their messoges in our
minds when we do nol ex-
pect them. The medio thot
we ore most owore of often

toke more concenlrotion lo engoge with. The
medio ore port of our culture; they otfect us
oll. We ore oll products of our culture. We ore
offecled by it. So the medio obviously influ-
errce the woy we think ond speok.

&.rt how do we respond to the medio? First,
we musl distinguish between the public

medio ond ihe sDecificollv missionory or
gosp€l medio.

Some of us use sup€rmorkets for most of our
groceries. b,ut occosionolly we seek out d6li-
cqtessens, ot privole bokers lo provide some
porticulor food we like. Likewise Chrisiions.
otthorJgh receiving most of their informotion,
educotion ond entertoinment from the public

medio, ium lo gospel rodio ond ry $otions,
ond lo Chtislion mogozines, to fulfill the
distirctive, speciolist needs lhey hove which
th€ public medio connoi Provide,

Itp nredo hov€ been likened to o see-sow ot
one end you con soy o lot lo o few, ond ot the
ofher o tiflle to mony. The Chrisiion medio is on
the former end, th€ public medio on lhe lotter.

Mony people wont to breok the see-sow
Ttpy wonl lo force lhe medio to do whot they
corrrof do. A poslor fiiend of mine is noi only
o preocher ord leocher, but olso o wriler ond
boodcoster. l-le wos soying to me lhol it is im-
ooriont for us to understond thot television, for
inslonce. is o crestion medium not o solvolion
rnecfum. ll is very difficult fo use it lo express
d€ep sFtrituol ttuths without lhem getting dis-
tortect. He is o regulor speoker on Brifoin's
rndn rEfiord roclo news mogozin€. His under'

Mng oim is lo subvert the non-Chlistion
cr.rthre, fo creole doubt in the minds of unbe-
lievers. Thot is o wis€ use of the medium he is
contributing to.

&|| this oblique commur$colion is not o new

tod. Williom Wilberforce used whot he colled
"lounchers" in conversotion with non-Christion
friends. They were leosers ihot they could
pick up. ond question him further obout his
foith ond obout Jesus Christ.

The Lord himself did not teoch or preoch in
detoil to th€ generol public. Thot wos re-
served for the disciples, his followers. ln public
he mostlv told storles, ond responded to ques-
tions with more qudstions. We must think very
corefully l-iOW we communicote - both through
speciolist chonnels ond through the public
medlo. Public medio con hove impoct be-
couse they hove public ottention - ond thoi is
why it is imperotive thot we encouroge others
with o Christion understonding to get involved
os wgll.

I suggest thoi there ore lhree moin reoc-
tions omong Chrislions to ihe public medio:

l. We recoil in horror oi some of the things
we see ond heor - the offensive, lhe
divisive, the moteriolistic, the permissive,
the otheistlc, the violent, We soy this is not
honouring to God, We will no longer buy
newspopers, reod novels, wotch television,
listen to rodio. We willconcentrote insteod
on building stronger reloiionships wlthin
the fomily, with our church fellowship; we
will reod the scriptures more, ond books of

Many people wont...to force
the media to do what they connot
do.

biblicol commentory, ond Christion bio-
grophy. We will woich Gospel television
ond hke films bv Dr. Dobson or Dr. Grohom,
but ot oll costs we will remoin unspotted
by ihe world. We won't risk being conto-
minoted by the evil which communicotes
itself through ihe public medio. Thot's one
opprooch to the issue.

2. The second ond opposile opprooch
lhot's widely proclised is thot for one
reoson or onoiher we sook up eveMhing
we see ond h€or indiscriminotelv. Some-

times, I think people ossume thot every-
ihing we se€ thoi isn't expressed in
theologicol terms is somehow neutrol. So
we foll into ihe trop of thinking thot with
the exception of excessively violent or
sexuolly explicil scenes, most of the output
of televisibn comoonies, ond book ond
mogozine publishers, hos nothing to do
negotively or posltlvely with our foith.

So while ihe first reoclion to the public
medio is one of totol rejection (ot leost in
theory), the second is unthinkir€ occeplonce,
But there is o third woy.

3, Thos€ on the receiving end ot ihe
medio (thot is. oll of us) musl develop o
response to the medio in which we do,ust
thot - "respond." We must encouroge
peopl€ noi to be seduced by the ideo tf|ot

The ideas of the permissive
society have not been sold to our
young people by philosophical
treatises or lectures bY secular
humanists.

everythlng thot is not explicitly moking o
poini is ther€fore neutrol, And not to
ossume ihot if we use opporent whole-
some. creotlve, entertoining ry, or rodio or
films or novels, or mogozines or music to
help us unwind, to relox, to give us some
well deserved (ond of course strictly ro-
tion6d) entertoinmenl, then we don't
need lo opply ony reol stondords of

.iudgement. We moy flnd ourselves begin-
ning to think thot judging, testing the spirits,
is for theologicol issues, for philosophicol
orguments, not for entertoinmont. Thol
con be very wrong, The id6os of the per-

missive society hove not b€en sold to our
young people by philosophicoltreotises or
leciures by seculor humonists, They hove
been sooked up by being implicitly odvo-
coled in much of their light entertoinment,
demonstroted in the lifestyles of their
heroes ond of their friends. lt is sub-
conscious, ond thereby lhot much more
dongerous.

8ut then Jesus did mosl of his teochirq io the
generol public by stories. He hod very impor-
tont thingsto soy ye't he communicoted those
ideos by simple, ond sometimes entertoinir€
stories. This is jusl how much medio communF
cotion is pockoged todoy - ond not just films
or novels. As Morsholl McLuhon points out:

"It is misleading to suppose that there's
any bosic ddlerence belween educalion
ond enlertainment. This distinction mere-
ly relieves people of the responsbility of
looking into the matter, It's like selting up
a distinction between didactic and lyrical
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poetry on the grcund that one teaches, the
other pleases. However, it has olways been
true thot whatever pleoses teoches more
eJficiently."

The church must be chollenged to under-
stond whot it is toking in from the medio, There
is nothing wrong os such in wotching mony of
the tllms, ielevision ploys, etc,, which truthfully
portroy the stondords of society in which we
live, but which often differ from the stondords
thot God hos set us. However, if we just ioke
on boord the implicotion thot thot is the woy
things ore, ond therefore somehow they ore
occeptoble, we ore heoding for o sort of
spirituol ond morol molnutrition,

As Poul worns us in I Thessolonions 5. "Test

everything, hold fost thot which is good,"

This does not meon lom odvocoting thoi oll
things ore lowful, so therefore let's cost off ony
reslroinls thot we hove put on ourselves, But I
om emphosising thot we hove been toking on
boord things which need to be hondled with
core, while being unowore of their powerful
etfects on us. Simply to preoch o monostic
obsieniion from the medio is nol on olterno-
tive. While we live in our mixed societies. the
medio ore eoch society's form of communi-
cotion. lf we withdrow from communicoting
wilh fhot society, we involidote ourselves os
ombossodors of Christ to the world. We con't
communicote with people if we don't know
the wov ihev think or if we don't understond
lhe woy they live, We must engoge with the
medio, get into the morket ploce of our society,
to underslond whot those oround us ore reolly
doir€. We must olso evoluote whot we
receive, weighing everything ogoinst the
stondords of God's Word.

I om olwoys disoppointed ot the relotive
reoctions to lwo comedy shows screened in
lhe United Kingdom o few yeors bock. One of
them colled "Till Deoth Us Do Port" hos since
been imitoted in the Uniied Siotes os "All ln
The Fomily." lt feotures o smoll, poor fomily
presided over by the grossest bigot you con
imogine. He is o rocist, sexist, chouvinisi, o pet-
iy notionolist, ond he expresses those sorts of
views with verve ond crudity. I would hove
thoughl no-one wotching the progromme
would imogine thot Alf Gornett (Archie Bunker
in the US version) is ony kind of role model. He
is on overployed but truthful exomple of the
ugly. unpleosont sort of chorocter thoi con be
found in the grossroots politics of our inner
cities.

If we withdraw from communi-
cating with...society, we invali-
date ourselves as ambosssdors of
Christ to the world.

8y controst, when "Till Deoth . . " wos in its
heydoy there wos onoiher very differenl kind
of show on the other chonnel. lt wos colled
"Miss Jones ond Son" ond it wos o very gentle
comedy obout on ottroctive girl who, ol-
though unmorried, hod o boby boy, There
wos no strong longuoge in the series, ihere
were no heovy scenes with the boyfriend, but
I feel thot ihis wos the series thot Christions
should hove been worned ogoinst. "Till Deoth
Us Do Port" wos lruthful, lt portroyed wrong ot-
titudes, even unpleosont otiitudes, but you

were in no doubt thot they wero wrong. "Miss

Jones ond Son" pointed o dongerously irre-
sponsible picture of o sodly very common
situotion. Here is on unmorried mother living
olone, but there ore no problems, The flot is
decoroted ond furnished like on odvertising
supplement, there is no shortoge of money,
no problems with bobysitters, no tensions with
the boyfriend, no sense of insecurity, no hint of
the reol. honest. truthful pfoblems which resull
from thot lifestyle.

Christions need to engoge with the medio,
ond to evoludte the impressions conveyed,
wisely ond trom o cleor biblicol position,

But il doesn't stop there. lf we ore living in
our society ond ore in good stonding with our
non-Christion neighbours, they'll wont to iell us
whot ihey ihink oboui the greoi ond smoll
issues of the doy ond they'll wont to heor
whot we think. The greol ond smoll issues of
the doy ore offen those which hove been
roised in ihe medio. in news or in fiction, lf we
ore living in the morkel ploce, if we hove
engoged with the medio ond evoluoted whot
we see every doy ogoinst the outhority of
Scripture, we con ond should express our
ootntons,

So for we hove been thinking obout out re-
sponse os receivers of the medio, os Chris-
tions whose oreo of influence is their fomily,
their friends, their workmotes, those within
their own sociol milieu. lfeel very strongly thot
the grossroots response to the medio in o wise,
biblicolly informed woy - o double listening
(to society ond to God) - hos greot potentiol
for preseniing the cloims of Jesus Christ to our
wono,

Christians need to engage with
the medio, and to evaluate the im-
pressions conveyed, wisely and
from a clear biblical position.

But I woni to go further, to think of those
who ore oble to contribute bock to the medio
themselves, I soy "contribute" becouse I tind
the word "use" hos offensive overtones, lt im-
plies o sort of brute force, toking the medio
ond using it inoppropriotely. obusing it, for our
own purposes, In mony societies - not oll, I
know - the door is open for us b contribute far
more thon we are alwoys oware.

So why do so mony of us turn our foces from
the opportunity? Some, lunderstond, look on it
os enemy territory ond don't wont to be troined
by the world.

But some just oren'l good enough to com-
municote professionollv, l 've met o number of
Christions who hove comploined thot they
could not gei work in the medio, ond implied
thot it wos thek foith thot got in the woy, But I
would not hove felt oble io emolov them.
They were not committed to being good
communtcolors.

There is onother reoson whv Christions don't
toke up the communicotions opportunities
ihot exist (ond this one moy be more true of
certoin groups rother thon individuols), lt is
thot they don't wont to be constroined by the
good regulotion of truth ond honesty thot
pertoins on some of our public broodcosting

systems. l've seen so-colled Chrisiion pro-
grommes which so dislressed my wife thot I
hod to turn them off. On the surfoce they
seemed to be everything we would wont the
world to know, but in reoliiy they employed oll
the dishonestv we ossociote with second-hond
cor solesmen.

But I om not loying the blome for our foilure
to speok with o greoter voice in the public
medio of the world, entirely on the shoulders
of incompelent or intellectuolly dishonest
Christions.

Those who opt out of the re-
sponsibility to keep a presence in
the public media are playing into
the hands of some governments
and authorities.

There lS some resistonce to the reol mes-
soge of Jesus Christ from some people in
outhority. There olwoys will be. But we need to
persist in our commitment to communicoting
to the WHOLE world. Privote chonnels ore NOT
on olternotive. Their purposes ore very dil
fergnt, But those who opt oui of the respons-
ibility to keep o presence in the public medio
qre doyir€ into ihe honds of some governments
ond outhorities,

Os Guinness hos described the ooorooch of
some governments to Christionity os "con-

toinment," In medio terms, of course, nothing
could suit such governments more thon keepir€
Christions on iheir own stotions, os long os it
kept them out of the moinstreom communi-
cotions chonnels, Keep the Christions in their
subculture, speoking their own longuoge ond
on their own terms to their own oeoole, But
thot is not enough.

A widespreod, consisient, grossroots in-
fluence is vitol. In on oddress on 2oth
September l9l2 ot the opening of ihe lOlst
session of Princeton Theologicol Seminory
J. Greshom Mochen soid,

"We may preach with all the femour of o
reformer, and yet succeed in winning only
a straggler herc or there, if we permit the
whole collective thought of the nation ond
of the world to be controlled by ideas
rrhich, by the resistless torce of logic, pre-
vent Christianity from being regorded as
anything more than a harmless delusion. . .
So as Christians we should trt to mould
the thought of the world in such a way as
to make the acceptonce of Christianily
something more thon a logical absurdity. "

We need Christions in oll wolks of life ond in
oll stronds of the medio. Wholesome scripts
will be o reflection of God's Kingdom, of his
noture, his will, Thot's good in itself, ond will
produce on otmosphere conducive to listen-
ing. Some people connot receive the Gospel
ot the moment, They hove o block in thek
lives. We should be reody io remove thot
block, whotever it is - to relieve bondoge, dis-
courogement ond so on - before expecting
oeople to listen.

Nick Poge is o pres€ntolion onnouncer with BBC
Rodio 2 ond is on lhe boord of ICMC. Among other
responsibilities he is olso director of the Arts Centre
Group in London, ond dkector of Elm House Chrisiion
Communicotions,
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Infustfce: Should Chrlstlon
Broadcosteri Speok Our?
by Jim Bowman

The B roadcaste r's Dile m mo :
Most Christions understond thot "spirituol ministry" meons

on octivity which relotes to the development of the invisible.
or spkituol side of o mon, Thus we dkect our energies to-
word two brood objectives: l) the solvqtion of the soul ond
2) the development'of Christion chorocter. In "Christionese."
this would be "evongelism" ond "upbullding of the believer,"
or other similor terms.

However, olmost every ministry is inevitobly foced with sit-
uotions which require stepping outside the confines of thot
nqrrow deflnltion. A locol church moy find ltself ot the City
Council odvocoting the bonning of pornogrophy stores. lt
moy flnd it necessory to oppose o politicol condidote
whose views ond lifestyles ore immorol ond onti-Biblicol. lt
moy feel thot it needs to speok out ogolnst obortlon. lt moy
run on Alcoholics Anonymous or similor progrom. Almost
every church hos o fund for the economicolly destitute.
Churches do, In foct engoge in mony octlvitles which ore
rrot strictly speoking, "speoking, "spirituol,"

But should Christion broodcosters speok out ogoinst Injus-
iice of the notionol ond internotionol levels? lf our job is to
chonge society ot oll, should we do so only by converting its
Individuol members qt the spirituol level? Or should we
speok out directly ogoinst leoders ond governments whose
policies ond proctlces defy every Christion principle of
righteousness?

The Christian's Response:
ll would be noive to soy the onswer to this is uniformly

opplicoble, Reolisticolly, lt is o very ditflcult question, ond
mony books ond orticles hove been written on it over thd
decodes. The most useful book on the subject I hove reod is
Chorles Colson's "Kingdoms in Conflict." (1) Mr. Colson hos
reseorched mony outhors, ond hos studied the history of the
Church's struggle with socio-politicol involvement. He points
out the tendency of Christions to ovoid politicol conflict, ond
shows how the gerrerol silerce of the Germon Church, helped
oermit Hiiler to creqte o Stqte of brutol, murderous totolitor-
ionism. Even while Jews were being houled otf to the comps
by the millions, Christlons remoined sileni, for feor.of perse-
cution. Those Church leoders who did speok out were lmpri-
soned; some were exgcuted.

When o government engoges in murder ond deceit, ond
when it hos become otherwise occountoble, the issue is
cleqrly morol. lf we Christions do not speok out, then of whot
stutf is our gospel mqde? How con we sp€ok ond oct ogoinst
smoking, drunkenness or odultery, yet remoin silent ond"opoliticol" in the foce of moss murder ond public deceit?

When why ond how should Christlon rodio be involved?
When: The Christion voice should olwoys be reqdy to

speok on motters of righteousness, personol ond corpo-
rote, The reol decision revolves oround how this is to be
done, in o Christion woy, during times of crisis. But we must
olwoys do so wlth odequote debote, counsel, ond proyer.
Even though wo moy be feorless in so doing, we should
count the proboble cost before we toke ihe rlsks.

Why us? Eecouse Christion rodio in or to ony community
is port of the leodership structure of the Body of Christ, In
mqny coses, such os Chino, rodio is often looked to os the
frighest Christion outhority ovoiloble. Even with mony non-
Christions, Christion rodio is the only relioble source of un-
biosed informotion.

How: I believe FEBC must continue keeping people in-
formed of whol is true. lt is olso imoortont, in some brood-
costs, to give the Chrisiion worldview os q perspeciive
ogolnst which to meosure the informofion reported. (2)

Christion listsners must leorn whot being "the solt of the
eorth" meons to the communiiy ond to the notion. Thus
there should be not only news ond informotion progroms
for the public, but o regulor seties for Christions, so they
know how to respond lo notionol crlses such os those we
hove seen in the Philippines, Chino, Eqstern Europe ond
even Ponomo.

The Risks: There or9 o number of risks, ond os okeodv merr
tioned, they vory from situotion to situotion. Some of the mo-
JOr Ones ore:

1, Rodio Stotion license. lf the license is held In the country
of crisis, then the llcense itself moy be inippordy. lf the stotion
is lost, Chrigtions will soy thot if the stotion hod stuck to itsirb
of "preoching the Gospel," this would rrot hove hoppened.
However, in most cqses, when o iotolitqrion government
tokes control, it is only o motler of time before o wltnesslng
stotion wlll come under its control,(3)

2. Polorlzotion of believers. No motter how eloquently lhe
cose moy be mode for speoking out for corporote Justice,
mony believers fhmly hold thot it is wrong to do so, or thqt
the issues being oddressed ore not so cleor os to declore
morol bonkruptcy.(4) Msny will soy thot the Christion woy is
to remoln neutrol (ond thus silent) in the foce of politicol
struggles. When the rodlo stotion engoges in "speoking out,"
it will incur the wroth of some olherwise loyol frlends ond
supporters.

3. Loss of focus, lt is for too eosy to cross over the line of
concern for juslice ond truth, ond find one's self obsorbed in,
ond struggling for the issues themselves. I hove seldom seen
onything truly good come lrom the Christion's qftempt to
support o pollticol solution fo o morol problem. Too often
concern becomes onger ond even hostillty, especiolly
when the struggle is woged from ihe humqn stondpoint,(5)
The Bible itself con become o pollticol tool in the honds of in-
correctly motivoted people.(6) There is o very greot donger
thoi Christions con be seen os "ooliticol extremists," rother
thon o people who love truth ond light, At the rodio stotion,
strong progromming leodership must be exercised to keep
the focus biblicolly bosed ond spkituolly oriented. "Not by
might nor by power, but by My Sdrlt, soys the Lord of
hosts."(f

4, Horm to others. There qre tlmes thot our decision con
offect the sofety of others. A rodio stotion hos to think obout
lis listeners or even fellow broodcosters, qs well os obout its
own license. However, leodership otten requires moking
decisions which bring risk to the corpus. FEBC's view is thot
Chino listeners tune in voluntqrily, Hord os it moy seem, it is
olso our view thot in times of morol crisis, Christions should be
chollenged to be willing to sutfer for righteousness'soke, This
will moke mony people uncomforioble.

Bottom Line:

The simple principle is thot the Christion rodio stotion con
be o powerful influence for notionol ond internotionol right-
eousness os well os for individuol solvotion. Rodio ploys o
leodershio role. lt is not o question of whether we should be
involved; it is only o question of the Biblicol, Christion woy to
do it in the specific circumstonce.

End notes:
(l) Colson Chorles, Kingdoms in Conlllct, (Grond Ropids, Mlchlgon, Zond€rvon't98n

(2) On€ of ih€ motlvotlons for FEBC Internotionol's d€clslon to form lts own r€ws
o6therim ooencv, is tho consisient D<tltlcol ond sritifuol bios in th€ Inl€tnotbrnl
iire serd'cei. Loioted in Monito. FEBC's ogrency become op€roiiv€ in s€pteG
b€r'1989.
(3) Stotlon VNOL In Monoguo, Nlcorognn is o good €xomde. Tho Sondrlstos
hove cl€orly doied thot os long os th€ sioton stlcks to religlon lts lic€nse is in m
dompr. In reolity, howev6r, th€ gov€nmsni is doing its best to toke owoy @F
hol of th€ stotion ftom EvorE€llcds ond gei it into thb honds of tt€ Gov€rrrn€nt
sorctlomd church osff ldtion
(4) Durino the PeoDle Power Revohtlon In Monilo, FEBC €mdove€s w€re dh/iled
dlfrrost eiocily 5C!5O os to wheth€r being o Chrlstion meont b€ing byd to tho
exlstlrrg goverrrnent. or wtEth€r lt rnoont sp€oklng out for rnoldrusfic€. ln foct.
FEBC did neith€r, bui rotl€r simpty reported the evenis os thsy ocdrr€d, wtie
givlng o biblicol p€rspectlvo on the "Chrlsflon's responddlry" fo proy cl,rir€
flm6s of notlonol crls€s. Stlll, by not condomrtng tho uprlsin€L or by rDt grving
support TO lt, FEBC "crot it" trorn oll ddesl
(5) in one cose in tS U.S. recently, on odvocote of tl€ ontidortbn (Pro-tIe)
mvemonl boanb€d on oborilon clinlcl
(6) Hiner used the Bble troquently to win frlsnds ord support ornong l€od€rs of
fhe G€mon Church.
CD Zecllorloh 4:6, (NASB),

Jm Bomon is Direcior of Fleld Op€rqtlons for FEBC ond hos hls offfce in Lo :
Mkonclc, Colfornio.
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The World by 2OOO commitment stotement

mode by four internolionol Christion brood-
costers proposes thoi grospel rodio progrom-
ming will be ovoiloble in oll megolonguoges
(those with more thon one million speokers)
by the yeor 2OOO. This will meon thot 96% of
ihe world populolion will hove rodio brood-
costs in their own longuoge.

This commitment ploces some significont
demonds on the broodcosters.'i. 

Depend€nce on God-The gool is too big to
be occomplished by humon effort in the time
frome. Whlle there ore just over 3OO mego-
tonguoges spoken in the world todoy, of ihe
more thon 2OO longuoges broodcost by WB2
stotions only l3O ore megolonguoges. Such
vision drives the broodcosters to deoen-
dence on God io ochieve lhe gool,
2. Needs o Driven Strotegy-Historicolly,
broodcosters frequently odded longuoges to
their schedules when someone come osking
for their help, prepored to produce the pro-
groms, ond to help poy for the ok time. Now
broodcosters ore osking themselves where
the greotesl needs ore found ond plonning
occordingly.
3. Kingdom perspective-The commitment is
bigger thon ony one group of missions con
occomplish. This puts ihe tosk in kingdom per-
spective ond colls for ihe combined tolenls
ond efiorts of the whole Body worklrrg logether,

This meons it connot simply b6 o rodio initio-
tive. Rodio is only o tool-one of monv, The
chollenge colls for multi-mission ond mulii-
medio, integroled evongelism sirotegies.
Plonning must tok6 into occount the people
ond their culture, lhe environment (context),
ond €xisting ond plonned ministries, so thot
th€ whob church u,orks together to se€ p€ode

Populatlon

Existlng Programs ! WBZOOO Languages ffi Rematning

com6 to fulness of life in Christ. mork ond thereby odding to the list, But these
Procticolly, we flnd thot in mony coses figures oll need to be 

-kept 
in perspecrve.

church ond mlssion leoders ore supporiive of (See chort obove.)
rodio broodcosts os o port of on evongelism Twenty three moie longuoges ore under some'strotegy but when lt comes to moklng their development, Theh stolus ionges from eony
own plons they toil to consider rodio. lf they stoges of reseorch, to strotegic plonning,
do include it, it is often unreloted to the rest of troining of personnel, or production ond fund-
thek plon. This demonstroies o lock of owore- ing. some will be on lhe oir very soon others
ness of how to utilize rodio in on integroied ore still yeors owoy from going on the oir.
opprooch. lt soys to us thot broodcosters often the key for deve-loping gospel rodio
need lo spend mor6 time porticipoting in broodcosts is not in finding- ihe speoKer
forums with these groups, listening ond leorn- (though thot is obviously neiessory;, bui o
ing. only then con we understond the vislon propCt 1or longuoge) coordinotor. ihint ot
ond needs of the church. him os on entreprenu6r. His greoiest slrenglhs

Longuoges without gospel broodcosts fre- ore vision for mlnistry, ooiilty to motivote
quently represent groups which hove fewer others, ond resourcefulness. Thls oerson couro
ministries reoching out to them. They ore usuolly be o notionol or on ex-Dotriote. Above oll he
more dltficult lo reoch. either becouse of hos lo understond the people to be reoched
resiricted occess to them, or becouse of their ond be committed to sbeing ministry develop
resistonce to the Gospel. In such coses rodio omong them. Broodcosteri ore seeking to
con multiply the etforts of the few workers. identify ond iroin people for this strotegic l-osk.

How is the development of new longuoges some work hos been done in this oreo bul it
pr^oceeding? hos not troditionolly been o port of missions

Since joining log€ther in their commitment ond even the troining process is.still being
the broodcosters hove odded ]4 megolon- developeo.
guoges (os w€ll os severol smoller ones). At As we look to lhe end of lhe millennium we
ihis rote th€ gools will never be reoched on musl conclude thot only by the groce of God
schedule. As we enter the finol decode will this gool b€ mei, ond ii is oniy becouse of
bofore the yeor 2OOO it becomes opporeni thol groce we dore ottempt it.
thot the number of gospel broodcosts will
hove to grow oi on overoge onnuol role of
lO% io complele the gool. Historicolly the rote Editor,s Nore:
hos been much slower, but the momentum is More cose studies ond mod€ls ilustroting how mutti-
building, Contlnuing res€orch locoies medio strol€gies work In th€ vori€d cultures of the
herelofole unknown existing gospel brood- world need lo be mode known to lhe church. TI|e
COSTS in megOlOngUOgeS thiS-reduCing the outhol^invites rooders to shore ony exp€Iierc6s ihey
number nee-ing alveiopment. mov know ot for uso in ths fuiur6'

Too f f se t t h i s , on theo the rhond ,new |on - f f i i o res€o rche ro t
guoges ore reoching lhe mlllion populotion the World 8y 2OOO reseorch otfice in posodeno.
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The Ultlmate Gool of Rqdlo Mlnlstry

We continue in this isue with the third in o series o! excerpts from the booklet "Radio In Mission"

The Planting of Churches

t seems thot this Dorticulor dimension of rodio hos
been overlooked ond some even question whether
It is possible. But like the bllnd mon (John 9) who
testified to his crltlcs ond sceptics, we loo con
poinf to the indicotions of where church-plonting
ossociqted with rodlo hqs olreqdy loken ploce,
Chino possibly otfords our best exomples.

Historicolly, rodio broodcqsters hove not seen the possibil-
ities of encouroglng the plont-
ing ond nurturing of fellowship
groups, or "worshipping Christ
groups", qmong thek listeners.
lf they hove seen the potentiol
their ottempts hove not been
explicit. No end of progroms
hove sought to prepore the
grounds for evongelism, hove
tought bosic Gospel ond cqlled
for decisions. Believers hove
been nurtured, instructgd ond
discipled. But llttle, if ony, ot-
tempt hos been mode to tell
new believers how they might
procticolly spown o worship-
ping Christ group omong relo-
lives ond friends, Encouroge-
ment hos been givenfor the listener to ottend locol churches,
but little more. This ls qll well ond good if there is o locol
church-but whot if there is not? Even in highly developed
Jooon this is often the cose,

But in sfiite of this opporent omision it oppeors thqt churches
of vorious kinds hqve been brought into existence under
certoin circumstonces through listening to the rodio. Bonett
drows our ottention to the lorge numbers of isoloted rodio
churches which exist in the Soviet Union. These ore deflned
os "new, indigenous house churches, cells or nuclei com-
posed of isoloted rodio believers brought into being solely
through Chrlstion broodcosting ond/or Bible correspon-
dence courses by moil, etc,"

From Chino mony letters ore received which moke
reference to the fqct thot groups of listeners meet for
fellowship ond teoching oround their rodios. There would
oppoor to be o gold mine of informotion yet to be uneorthed
here if only we could reseorch the growth of the Chinese
church during the lost 40 yeors ond the role thot rodio hos
ployed in it. A knowledgeoble spokesmon for the Chinese
church hos estimoted thol one holf of Chino's recent
believers hove hod thek first introduction to the Gospel
through rodio broodcosts.

Todoy blocks of oirtime on vorious stqtions ore set oside

for meeting the needs of the rodlo churches in the Soviet
Union ond Chino.

ln Gujorot stote of W. Indio, some very interestlng things
hove been toking ploce omong coste Hindus os o result of
torgetted rodio progromming coupled with sensitlve ond
personol follow-up methods. Cose studies ore olreody
ovoiloble which document the process thot hos token
ploce which is resulting in churches being plonted withln the

fobric of respectoble coste
Hlndu society ond encouroged
by doily broodcosts.

It would seem os though our
foilure to explicitly exploin how
to stort churches hos lorgely
sprung from our own inobility to
put ourselves in the ploce of
our listener who hos recently
become o believer, possibly
out of the bockground of on-
other religion, Whot questlons
ore in his mind?

How con he qttend o locol
church given the hostllity from
within his own fomilv? Whot if

hls oorents discovered he were o believer? How con one
worship God unless there is quolified leodership ond o pro-
per ploce to worship? Whqi do you do if you don't know
ony Christion hymns ond don't know how to proy? Why
should believers need to come together onyhow?

Are we telling him how?

But we must first define our terms. Whot do we meon by
"church" in this context?

In the strictly biblicol sense we meon o group of individuols
who meet together in the Nome of Jesus, for the express
purpose of worshipping Jehovoh God ond Him olone. Such
meetings ore chqrocterized by the proctice of Bible study
ond proyer. By so doing o reql sense of Christion fellowship is
experienced ond o desire kindled to witness to the reolity of
the living Lord Jesus Christ in their midst,

The size of the group is immoteriol, for "wherever two or
three ore gothered in my Nome there om | . . " Neithet is
the composition of the group of ony conseguence. ll moy
be just o fomily group, or on ossociotion of friends or work
motes. lf the group is spirituolly strong it will most probobly
be chorocterized by growth or be responsible for lhe estob-
lishment of other similor groups. ot leost, in the immediote
oreo.
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